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Grand Knight’s 
Message                                                                        
WGK Martin Perez 

                                                   
My Dear 

Brothers:                           

A Merry 
Christmas 
and Happy 

New Year to all of our Knights and 
their families! We have much to be 
thankful for, and I personally want to 
thank all of our members for their 
contributions and support during the 
past year.   
 
We had many activities to again keep 
us busy and I would like to thank all 
Knights who participated in our many 
Parish activities.   
Our Monthly Pancake breakfast was 
held this month and I want to thank 
our team for again serving a delicious 
breakfast. We built a spectacular 
Nativity Manger on the morning of 
December 7

th
. It is a beautiful display 

and is something we and our Parish 
are all very proud of. I can’t begin to 
tell you how many complements Fr. 
Kline and I have received. I would like 
again to acknowledge both Ron 
Angelo and Jim Mead for their efforts 
in bringing this vision to reality. 
Thanks again, Ron, for your 
persistence in driving the Nativity 
project and Jim for your vision and 
direction in helping us build such a 
beautiful Manger.  
 
Our council also participated in our 
Parish’s Annual Christmas Tree 
Celebration on December 14th. We 
provided a Pancake breakfast for 
approximately 200+ attendees and 
volunteers. Our Council made a 
significant contribution toward the 
purchase of bikes and gifts. I thank 

all members who were able to contribute to this donation 
or activity. I believe each child who wanted a bike was able 
to leave with a new bike this year to help make their 
celebration of Christmas just a little more memorable.      
A special thank you goes out to Ignacio Heredia and his 
wife, for managing the fundraising, purchase and assembly 
of the bikes. It was a major undertaking and is greatly 
appreciated by all involved. Thanks to all  
who were able to assist in making this a successful event.  
 
We have an upcoming Catholic Men’s Conference on Feb 
1, 2020 at Xavier Prep I would strongly urge  
you to consider participating in. In addition, the Knights of 
Columbus Priest Appreciation Dinner is scheduled for 
January 24th at SS Simon and Jude Cathedral. It is an 
opportunity to show how much we appreciate the 
contributions our Priests make to our Parish and lives.  
Finally keep an eye out for our upcoming Free Throw 
Contest, which Dennis Logue will be coordinating. Let’s 
work to get a good turnout 
and make this a fun event for our kids.  
 
I again remind each of you to reach out to a Catholic 
Gentlemen who is not a Knight and invite them to join us. 
It is a rewarding experience and provides them with 
another way to be a role model to their families and a 
contributor to our Parish community. 
  
Please visit our website (kofc12164.org) to get the latest 
news and calendar of our events. I welcome your input 
and suggestions so that we can continually improve upon 
our contributions to the Parish community. 

 
I continue to ask you to pray for me as I hope that God will 
provide me with the insight and knowledge toserve you in 
the manner you deserve. God Bless you All.  
Vivat Jesus, 

SK Martin C Perez 
Grand Knight 
 

        

 
 
 
 
 

St. Bernadette 
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. 

 

     

Ignacio Heredia 

Knight of the Month 

December 2019 

                        

 

The new Manger Scene (Krippe) at St. Bernadette's. Designed by Dr. 
Jim Mead and constructed by Dr. Mead, WGK Martin Perez, Ron 
Angelo, Tom Davey, and other St. Bernadette Knights. All of this 
was inspired by Ron Angelo and supported by St. Bernadette 
Knights of Columbus. 
 

      

                   

 

The Mead Family:  George, Page, 

Dr. Jim, Madison, Robert, Peter, 

and Francis                                       

Family of the Month                          

December 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

The Oertle Family 

Family of the Month November 

2019 
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Saint of the Month 

Saint Stephen 

    
  (d. c. 36) 

Saint Stephen’s Story 
“As the number of disciples continued to 
grow, the Greek-speaking Christians 
complained about the Hebrew-speaking 
Christians, saying that their widows were 
being neglected in the daily distribution. So 
the Twelve called together the community of 
the disciples and said, ‘It is not right for us 
to neglect the word of God to serve at table. 
Brothers, select from among you seven 
reputable men, filled with the Spirit and 
wisdom, whom we shall appoint to this task, 
whereas we shall devote ourselves to 
prayer and to the ministry of the word.’ The 
proposal was acceptable to the whole 
community, so they chose Stephen, a man 
filled with faith and the Holy Spirit…” (Acts 
6:1-5).                                                                         

Acts of the Apostles says that Stephen was 
a man filled with grace and power, who 
worked great wonders among the people. 
Certain Jews, members of the Synagogue 
of Roman Freedmen, debated with 
Stephen, but proved no match for the 
wisdom and spirit with which he spoke. 
They persuaded others to make the charge   

of blasphemy against 
him. He was seized 
and carried before the 
Sanhedrin.  

In his speech, Stephen 
recalled God’s 
guidance through 
Israel’s history, as well 
as Israel’s idolatry and 
disobedience. He then 
claimed that his 

persecutors were 
showing this same 
spirit. “…you always 
oppose the Holy 
Spirit; you are just 
like your ancestors” (Acts 7:51b).  

Stephen’s speech brought anger from the 
crowd. “But he, filled with the holy Spirit, 
looked up intently to heaven and saw the 
glory of God and Jesus standing at the right 
hand of God, and he said, ‘Behold, I see the 
heavens opened and the Son of Man 
standing at the right hand of God.’ …They 
threw him out of the city, and began to 
stone him. …As they were stoning Stephen, 
he called out, ‘Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.’ 
…’Lord, do not hold this sin against them’” 
(Acts 7:55-56, 58a, 59, 60b).  

  Reflection 

Stephen died as Jesus did: falsely accused, 
brought to unjust condemnation because he 
spoke the truth fearlessly. He died with his 
eyes trustfully fixed on God, and with a 
prayer of forgiveness on his lips. A “happy” 
death is one that finds us in the same spirit, 
whether our dying is as quiet as Joseph’s or 
as violent as Stephen’s: dying with courage, 
total trust and forgiving love. 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

St. Stephen, ora 
pro nobis! 
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Keeping Christ in Christmas. 
 
I am blessed to have had the opportunity this year 
to spend a fair amount of time at St.  
Bernadette’s. This Christmas especially.  In 
Adoration with fellow Knights, alone, and with my  
wife.  Last Sunday with Teens and our Life Teen 
Christmas Party, and Wednesday with Middle  
Schoolers at our Edge Christmas Party. Gathered 
with the parish in caroling outside St.  
Bernadette’s, they saw our Grand Knight play 
Santa at the monthly pancake breakfast.  What a  
great Christmas season this has been for me!   
 
I have also spent some time listening to Fr. Rocky,  
Bishop Barron, and Fr Mike Schmitz on what it 
means to them to encounter Christ this Holiday  
season....Wow, what a lot to be excited about as 
Catholics this time of year!  I have to say seeing  
all of the different ministries we have at St. 
Bernadette to begin a personal relationship with  
Christ is absolutely amazing! And that certainly is 
what it has meant to me to Keep Christ in  
Christmas.    
 
Both in the newness He brings us in our lives each 
year when reminds us of how He  
comes into this world to save us, and when He 
again will return to bring about His Kingdom here 
on earth.  It is coming to him as the Magi did, 
seeking Him out in this world with so many  
different directions.   
 
Our Lord invites us at Christmas to draw nearer to 
him in the most loving  
way, as a baby.  If you haven’ had the time to get to 
know Christ this season I invite you to do so. 
 
Spend a little time in adoration, pray a Christmas 
Novena of Rosaries, read the Gospel’s with  
your family about the nativity, and look into all the 
opportunities our Lord offers here at St.  
Bernadette. 
 
God Bless and Merry Christmas, 
 
Christopher Smith 
Faith Director Knights of Columbus Council #12164 

 Food for the Poor Project 

 
Good week to all our 

volunteers,                                                      

Our old year is coming to an 

end, and we welcome the New 

Year. Many people told us that 

this program would never 

work. We have fooled the 

critics because now we are 

going on six years of service to St. Vincent De Paul 

Chris Becker house in Phoenix. We are all filled 

with love for others and humbled by chances to 

serve.  

Important: always look at the reminder that is sent 
out each week. Routes can change. All routes are 
not all the same.  
Important: always prior to the new schedule’s 
coming out, tell us days you are unable to volunteer 
during the next two months.  
    
We would like to thank  MARK AND PATRICIA 
KULHAN they have paid for the cost of the Sixth 
Annual Award Lunch in April, which will be held  a 
week after Easter.  
 
You never see a Redwood tree standing alone. It 
takes several of them to intertwine those shallow 
roots and remain standing. Redwood trees are like 
us. They find their community. Our roots are 
intertwined with all our volunteer workers. We are 
strengthened by all volunteers with 
interconnectedness in each other with God.  
 
Joke of the week: What do snowmen like to do on 
New Years Eve? Chill Out  
   
                                                                                          

 Food for the Poor Project Chairperson and 
Committee, 
                                                                                  
Santo Graziano 
Cell:602-321-1673 
Larry Brainard 
Robert and Jackie 
Franciosi 
Mike and Susan Dalton 
 

 
 

SK Santo Graziano 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=keeping+christ+in+christmas+downloadable+free+images&id=87E7C53E3F4D363351EBE268B297F835B7FE3F6C&FORM=IQFRBA


Volume5 Issue 7                                                                                                Le Chevalier January 2020 p.5 
  

St. Bernadette Council 12164 480-905-0221 

 
 

Mr. Wes Casaus, Sr. 
Field Agent, FIC 
 (623) 640-0436 Cell 
wes.casaus@kofc.org 
www.azkofcwes.com 

 Member since 2005, PGK, PFN, 
FDD                                                                                             
 Career Opportunity Member of KofC since 2005 

Happy New Year!  As we begin the new year it’s common to 

review the past year and look at what we’d like to accomplish 

in the new one.  Already there’s been much advertising and 

talk about 2020 and the relation to our eyesight…how we’ll be 

able to see more clearly,  look at the year with new vision, not 

be shortsighted.  

Of course all this talk about the future brings us to the usual 

thinking about the new year…making resolutions.  That is a 

good thing! All of us want to resolve to do those things that 

will lead to happier, healthier lives. 

Some of the most common resolutions are to lose weight, get 

in shape and exercise more.  Others resolve to stop smoking. 

If you think about the spiritual, many new year’s resolutions 

concern having a more centered prayer life or receiving the 

sacraments more often.  

Many of my friends think more about quality time…quality 

time spent with their family and friends; those that are most 

important in their lives. 

As you think about family, one resolution I can help you keep 

is to update your Family Service Record and take stock of 

your financial goals.  Are you where you want to be?  Do you 

have a plan? With our professional approach using the 

Profiles+ Forecaster financial needs analysis you can see if 

there are any gaps in your coverage and how close you are to 

achieving your goals and aspirations. 

Some members are not aware of all the products we have to 

offer:  Life insurance, long term care insurance, disability 

income insurance and retirement 

annuities.   

These products can help protect your 

family in all the financial situations where 

you might find yourself.  

Life insurance protects your loved ones 

financially if you are not here to help 

provide.  The need for life insurance changes at different 

stages of a person’s life:  Young and unmarried members and 

the man retiring next month each have life insurance needs, 

but the type and amount may vary widely. For this, I can give 

you some advice.   

Disability income insurance provides a paycheck if you are 

sick or hurt and can’t work.  If your company offers some, do 

you know how much, for how long and is it taxable?  I can 

help sort that out.   

Long term care insurance protects those assets you’ve worked 

so hard all your life to accumulate.  Don’t deplete all the 

family’s savings for a care event when the Knights can take on 

that risk.   

With all the concern about market volatility and the health of 

Social Security, our fixed rate annuities guarantee a minimum 

interest rate for life, the safety of conservative investment 

strategy and an income stream you cannot outlive. 

What’s most important to you and your family?  There is no 

cookie cutter answer.  That’s why I meet with members and 

their spouses and first determine what issues are of most 

concern to you.  From there I can help analyze where you are 

in relation to your goals and construct a plan to get you where 

you want to go.  All done in the comfort of your home and at 

your convenience. 

As a brother Knight and your field agent I have so much more 

responsibility than a simple financial advisor or stock broker. 

We’ll take a look at your dreams, goals and aspirations for 

2020 and beyond.  

Resolve today to meet with me and ensure that at the end of 

this new year, your financial picture will be seen with 2020 

vision. 

God Bless You & Your Family, And May All Of You Have A 

Prosperous And Happy New Year!!! 

 Vivat Jesus! 

Humble yourselves                                                             
before the Lord                                                                             
and He will                                                                        
exalt you.   
                                                                                                                                                  
--James 4:10 
 
 
 

  
 

https://webmail.east.cox.net/do/redirect?url=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.azkofcwes.com%252F
https://webmail.east.cox.net/do/redirect?url=http%253A%252F%252Fkofcknights.org%252FAgencySite%252FFAcareerNew.asp%253FGA%253D41
https://webmail.east.cox.net/do/redirect?url=http%253A%252F%252Fkofcknights.org%252FAgencySite%252FFAcareerNew.asp%253FGA%253D41
https://webmail.east.cox.net/do/redirect?url=http%253A%252F%252Fkofcknights.org%252FAgencySite%252FFAcareerNew.asp%253FGA%253D41
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                  Building the Domestic Church                                  
          while strengthening our Parish. 
 
 

 

Monthly Pancake Breakfast  

            

Third Sunday of every month 
between September and May                     
$5.00              Family:  $15.00 

Join us in the Parish Hall! 

Pancakes, Scrambled Eggs, and 

Sausage!     January 19th   

     

Come join us for a delicious      

     Breakfast! 

                              

  

  

 

Grotto on the campus of Mt. St. John, Bergamo, 
Beavercreek, Ohio. Photo: Jerry Wood, UD ‘66 
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Pictures for You 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

 
 

 
Figure 1:  SKs Gene and WGK Martin erect the Banner. 

 
 

 
 
      
 

 

 

 

Figure 3: SK William Torresala at his annual visit with Santa 
Claus. Photo: J. Wood 

 

 

Figure 4: The "Together Let Us Go Forth" campaign will 
allow our Church to look like this: stunning. 

 

 

 

                          

Figure 2: Chancellor Dennis Logue presents 1
st

 Prize 
Award in the Knights’ Essay Contest to Zabinia Arvizu. 
Photo: J. Wood 

Mission San Diego de Alcalá  Article on p. 9 
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Supreme Court Upholds 
Kentucky Law Letting Women 
See Ultrasound of Their Baby 
Before Abortion  NATIONAL   STEVEN 

ERTELT   DEC 9, 2019   |   12:45PM    WASHINGTON, DC 

 
The Supreme Court has upheld a Kentucky law showing 
women a chance to see an ultrasound of their unborn 
baby before having an abortion. Ultrasounds are 
generally done before abortions to determine the age of 
the baby prior to the abortion, but abortion clinics 
normally don’t let women see their baby because they 
may change their mind after seeing their child. 

The nation’s highest court declined to take up a 
challenge to the law from abortion activists. The 
American Civil Liberties Union, which represents 
Kentucky’s only abortion clinic, EMW Women’s Surgical 
Center, had asked the courts to strike it down. 

The justices did not comment in refusing to review a In 
early 2017 the Kentucky legislature passed the bill and 
U.S. District Court Judge David Hale struck it down 
shortly thereafter. Kentucky Gov. Matt Bevin appealed 
Judge Hale’s ruling federal appeals court ruling. 

In gutting the ultrasound law, which passed 
overwhelmingly, Judge Hale wrote, “The court 
recognizes that states have substantial interests in 
protecting fetal life and ensuring the psychological well-
being and informed decision-making of pregnant 
women,” but added, “However, HB 2 does not advance 
those interests and impermissibly interferes with 
physicians’ First Amendment rights.” 

But the 6th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals disagreed and 
refused to have the entire court reconsider a ruling by a 
three-judge panel that upheld the law. 

Earlier this year, judges, from the 6th Circuit, ruled 2-1 
that the law did not violate a doctor’s First Amendment 
rights to free speech, writing that the information gleaned 
from an ultrasound was “pertinent” to a woman’s 
decision-making. 

“The information conveyed by an ultrasound image, its 
description, and the audible beating fetal heart gives a 
patient greater knowledge of the unborn life inside her,” 
wrote John Bush, a nominee of President Trump. “This 
also inherently provides the patient with more knowledge 
about the effect of an abortion procedure: it shows her 
what, or whom, she is consenting to terminate.” 

Jeanne Mancini, President of March for Life, told 
LifeNews.com she was delighted by the news. 

“Women facing an unexpected pregnancy deserve to 
have as much medically and technically accurate 
information as possible when they are making what 
could be the most important decision of their life,” she 
said. 

“We are encouraged by today’s Supreme Court decision 
that lets Kentucky’s pro-life ultrasound law stand,” added 
SBA List President Marjorie Dannenfelser. “Modern 
ultrasound technology opens an unprecedented window 
into the womb, providing undisputable evidence of the 
humanity of the unborn child. The abortion industry has 
proven incapable of policing itself and will stop at nothing 
to keep vulnerable women in the dark for the sake of 
profit, which is why state laws protecting women’s right 
to informed consent are so important. We hope the 
Court will render another just decision in the case of 
Louisiana’s law requiring reasonable standards to 
protect women’s health and safety.” 

According to the Associated Press, attorneys from the 
ACLU, maintained that HB 2 forces abortionists to 

 

January 19th:  Pancake Breakfast 

January 24th: Priests’ Appreciation Dinner 

February 1st: Catholic Men’s Conference 

February 14th:  4th Degree at Corpus Christi, 

Awautukee 

 

 

 

https://www.lifenews.com/category/national/
https://abcnews.go.com/Health/wireStory/federal-court-hears-appeal-kentucky-abortion-case-56821322
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“deliver ‘ideological’ messages to their patients, even 
when it’s against a patient’s wishes,” a violating of the 
abortionist’s’ First Amendment rights. 

By contrast, Chad Meredith, an attorney for the state of 
Kentucky, 

said the message isn’t ideological but instead delivers 
“pure scientific facts” relevant to an abortion procedure. 
He noted that the lone abortion clinic in Kentucky — 
EMW Women’s Surgical Center in Louisville — routinely 
performs ultrasounds before doing abortions. 

“All that House Bill 2 requires them to do is to turn the 
monitor around, show it to the patient and say ‘here is 
what this depicts,’” he told the court based on an audio 
recording. “This adds absolutely no more than five 
minutes to the procedure. There’s nothing unreasonable 
about this.” 

The law would require abortion center staff to display the 
ultrasound image for the woman and describe the 
dimensions of her unborn baby and the presence of 
internal organs, if seen, according to the Associated Press. 
The bill includes fines of up to $100,000 for the first 
offense and $250,000 for subsequent offenses if 
abortion doctors violate the law by failing to give women 
the opportunity to see the ultrasound of their unborn 
child, the report states. 

During consideration of the bill, state Sen. Whitney 
Westerfield, R-Hopkinsville, who sponsored the bill, 
explained why the measure was so important. He said a 
friend of his shared her abortion story with him and told 
him how an abortion clinic nurse refused to let her see 
her unborn child on the ultrasound screen. 

“She regrets to this day not being able to see it —
knowing now, feeling certain, that had she been able to 
see it, had she been allowed to see it — she wouldn’t 
have made the decision that she did,” Westerfield said. 
“Regardless of everyone’s position on abortion in this 
chamber, I think we can all agree that fewer is better.” 

In attempt to mock the ultrasound bill, a Kentucky 
Democratic representative also introduced a bill to 
require men to swear on the Bible to be faithful to their 
wives before receiving erectile dysfunction prescriptions. 

 

 

  

 

Mission San Diego de Alcalá 

 

Christmas Altar at the oldest Mission in California. 

Just yesterday I returned from a visit to my son in San 

Diego. Whenever I visit him, I always attend mass at the 

Mission San Diego de Alcalá. This was a special mass 

because it took place on the Feast Day of my patron  

Saint, St. Thomas of Canterbury, and also it was a mass 

that took place at the end of the Mission’s 250 Year 

Jubilee. The 5:30 PM mass on New Year’s Eve will be a 

special “fond farewell” to the Jubilee Year with a 

champagne toast following the mass.   

This was the first Mission Church in California, built by 

its founder, St. Junipero Serra on July 17, 1769.  This 

church is older than our country! I’ve always enjoyed 

attending mass in the Mission church, and I knew it was 

old, but I honestly didn’t know that it is older than the 

USA itself. It is located in a typical suburban 

neighborhood on top of a high hill (there are many of 

those in San Diego). The location was chosen because 

of its access to the bay and shipping from Spain. In 

1769, perhaps the bay was in view from the high hill.  

When I attend an out-of-town church, I try to include a 

report about it. I invite all of you to do the same. Send 

me a picture and an a few comments about the church 

and/or your experience, and I will include it in Le 

Chevalier. jtw 

 

 

 

https://www.kentucky.com/latest-news/article63211237.html
https://www.lifenews.com/2016/02/16/lawmaker-upset-by-pro-life-laws-floats-bill-to-make-men-seeking-viagra-swear-on-bible-to-be-faithful/
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January  
Sunday 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

29  30 31 
New Year’s 

Eve 

1  

 

2 
 

3                       
 

4 
 

5 
The Epiphany 

of the Lord 

6 
 

7 
 
 

 

8 
Officers’ 
Meeting  
7:00 pm 

9 10 11 
 

12 
The Baptism of 

the Lord 
     
                      

13 

 

14          
 
 

15 
Council 
Meeting  
7:00 PM 

16   
 

17 
 

18 
 

19 

    
Pancake 

Breakfast                  

20 

 

21 
 
 

22      
Day of Prayer 
for the legal 

protection of 
the Unborn  

23  24 
Priests’ 

Appreciation 
Dinner 

 

25 
Conversion of St. 
Paul the Apostle 

26 

 
 

                 

27 28 

 

29 
 

30 
 

31 
 

1 
 

February 2020 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

26 

 
 

27 
 

28 
 

29  
 

30 
 

31 
 

1 
 

2 
 
 

3 
 
 

4 

 
 

5 

Officers’ 
Meeting  

7:00                            

6 
 
 
 

7 

 

8 

 

9 
 
 

10 

 

11 
  

12 
. Council 
Meeting  
7:00 PM                                   

13 14 15 
 

16 
 

17  18 19 
 

20 
 

21 
 

22                  

          23 24 25 
 

26 27 
 

28 
 

29                       
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 Good of the Order Prayer List—December 2019                                                           
Brothers, please join us as we pray for the following Knights and their families. 

 Theodore Billings 

 Mary Cook 

 Barbara Day 

 William Davis 

 Hubert Eikel  

 Alicia Fay 

 SK Virgil Grzywa          

 Deacon Jim Hostutler 

 Ric Fichera 

 Trevor Mahan   

 SK Al and Johnna Minitti  

 Rosie Pate 

 Sergio Romero, SK Gene Arvizu’s cousin, who’s suffering from cancer. 

 Roy and Barbara Rooker 

 Shari L. Sharon 

 Chris Smith is undergoing chemo.. 

 SK William Torresala 

 For the Pope, every Priest and Deacon and all the clergy. 

 For the safety and good health of all our military, police, and fire fighters. 

 For the good health of all Knights and their families and our own Knights who continue to find the strength to keep coming out 
to do God’s will. 

 

 

Officers, Directors, and Program Chairmen—2019-20 

Officers:       Committee Chairmen: 

Grand Knight        SK Martin Perez         602-418-6511        1
st

 Degree Team   SK Dan Conway           480-686-9256                                     

Chaplain                Fr. Don Kline              480-905-0221        Blood Drive           Dennis Logue               602-595-1460                            

D. Grand Knight   SK Michael Dill           760-213-3737        Oktoberfest          SK Jerry Wood             602-568-2779        

Chancellor            Dennis Logue               602-595-1460       Social Committee (Volunteer needed)                                

Financial Sec.       SK Michael Smalley     602-799-2256        Italian Dinner       SK William Torresala    404-668-9399                                              

Treasurer              SK Richard Welp         602-826-1241         Food for the Poor   SK Santo Granziano     602-321-1673                                                                                                                               

Recorder               SK Frank Scarpone      480-540-8460       Tootsie Roll Drive SK Vince Cefalu             602-350-9106                                                                                                         

Advocate               SK Daniel Conway         410-686-9256       Rosary Sunday      Chair needed                                               

Warden                 SK Vince Cefalu            602-350-9106       Free Throw Contest   Dennis Logue          602-595-1460                                                                                                            

Outside Guard      Ronald Angelo             480-322-2035        Le  Chevalier Graphic Design                 SK Don Tellis                                                                                                    

Inside Guard         Conrad Franks               623-628-6392      Fr. Pete Memorial Golf Tournament    SK Lou DeLuco,            

3yr Trustee            SK Gene Arvizu             480-776-4794                                                                           SK Richard Welp                                                                                         
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We celebrate the liturgical 

feast of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary on January 1st, which 

is the Octave of 

Christmas.  Only Christmas 

and Easter enjoy the 

privilege of an octave, 

which is an eight day 

extension of the feast.  The 

honoring of Mary as the 

Mother of God can be 

traced back to the Council 

of Ephesus in 431.  By the 

7th century, January 1st 

was observed as a 

celebration of the Maternity 

of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary.  In the 13th century, 

the Feast of the 

Circumcision of Christ had 

come to replace the feast 

honoring Mary; however, in 

1751, after a push in 

Portugal for an official feast 

day celebrating Mary’s 

divine maternity, Pope 

Benedict XIV allowed 

Portugal’s churches to 

devote a feast to Mary on 

the first Sunday in 

May.  Eventually, 

the feast extended 

to other countries, 

and in 1914, began 

to be observed on 

October 11.  In 

1931, Pope Pius XI 

extended the feast 

to the entire church, and in 1974, Pope Paul VI 

removed the feast of the Circumcision of Christ 

from the liturgical calendar and replaced it with the 

feast of the “Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God,” 

bringing Mary’s feast day back to the first day of the 

year. 
The feast is a celebration of Mary’s motherhood of 
Jesus.  The title “Mother of God” is a western 
derivation from the Greek Theotokos, which means 
“God-bearer.”  On this day, we are reminded of the 
role that the Blessed Virgin played in the plan of our 
salvation.  Through the Holy Spirit, God the Father 
prepared Mary to be the dwelling place where His 
Son and His Spirit could dwell among 
men.  Christ’s birth was made possible by Mary’s 
fiat, or sanctioning of God’s plan with her words, 
“Be it done to me according to thy word.”  Calling 
Mary “Mother of God” is the highest honor we can 
give to her.  Just as Christmas honors Jesus as the 
“Prince of Peace”, the Solemnity of Mary, Mother of 
God honors Mary as the “Queen of Peace.”  New 
Year’s Day is also designated as the “World Day of 
Peace,” further acknowledging the role of Mary in 
our hearts and in our world. 
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