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Grand Knight’s Message                                                                        
WGK Martin Perez         
                                My Dear                
  Brothers:  

As we begin our 

new fraternal 

year we are 

facing 

challenges we have never 

before experienced. With the 

Pandemic continuing to affect 

our daily lives, I would ask 

each of you to think about 

how we as a Council and also 

individually, can help support 

our fellow parishioners and 

citizens. As part of the Knights 

of Columbus’ “Leave no 

Neighbor Behind” initiative, 

let’s make sure we focus on 

helping our neighbors in 

whatever manner we can. If 

you know of a member or 

parish family who needs 

assistance, please 

communicate that to our 

Officers so that we can get the 

appropriate support programs 

engaged.                                               

 We will again have 

many opportunities to make a 

difference in our parish 

community once our 

community is free to meet in 

person. I would strongly 

encourage each Knight to take 

an active role in one of the Faith in Action programs 

(Faith, Family, Community and Life), for which you have 

a passion. Each of you brings unique skills and 

experiences which will allow you to make valuable 

contributions to our community. I challenge each of you 

to participate in a minimum of one meeting per quarter 

(all would be great) and to engage in at least one 

service program this year.                                                                                                             

 While the Knights of Columbus do some 

fundraising, we are first and foremost a Catholic service 

organization. It should be our goal to have every man in 

our Parish community become a member of the Knights 

of Columbus. We owe it to them to explain the benefits 

and joy they are missing out on by not becoming a 

member of our Council. I would ask each of you to make 

an effort to recruit a Catholic gentleman to join our 

great organization. Proudly wear your Knights of 

Columbus badge to mass and parish functions each 

week.                                                                                                      

 We are still working to develop a schedule of 

activities including the Installations of Officers over the 

next month. It will most likely be virtual as will our 

meetings. As a result of the pandemic, we will continue 

to hold our meetings virtually until it is safe for our 

members to meet in person again. I would ask that you 

continue to stay safe by following the safety measures 

our health professionals have 

recommended.   

I welcome your input and 

suggestions, please take time to 

help us make our council the 

best experience each of us 

should have. Please pray for me 

St. Bernadette 

Council 12164 

480-905-0221 

Scottsdale, AZ 
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as I hope that God will provide me with the insight and 

knowledge to serve you in the manner you deserve.  

God Bless you All.  
Vivat Jesus,                        
SK Martin C Perez 
Grand Knight 

 

 

                                                                         

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

            

                     
 

August 2020         
Gene Arvizu                                                                                                                                                                            

Bob Bolin                                                                                                                                                             

Christopher Butcher                                                                                                                                                               

Louis Matthews                                                                                                                                                         

Nikolas Nikas                                                                                                                                                         

George Shatto                                                                                                                                                         

Dominic Svorinic                                                                                                                                                       

Brian Weber                                                                                                                                                                

Jerry Wood 

 
 

 

  

 

SK Michael Smalley                                  

Knight of the Month 

July 2020 

 

Deacon Al and Donna Homiski 

Family of the Month 

July 2020 

                                                                                                                                                                          

                                                        

       Officers’ Installation      
The Installation of the 2020-21 Officers will take place 

online, probably through Zoom, on a date to be 

announced. As you know, we aren’t permitted to have 

face-to-face meetings or any other kinds of gatherings, so 

watch your email for an announcement regarding the 

date of the Officers’ Installation for Fraternal Year 2020-

21. 
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Saint of the Month 

Saint Camillus de Lellis 

(1550 – July 14, 1614) 

Saint Camillus de Lellis’ Story 

Humanly speaking, Camillus was not a likely 

candidate for sainthood. His mother died when he 

was a child, his father neglected him, and he grew 

up with an excessive love for gambling. At 17, he 

was afflicted with a disease of his leg that remained 

with him for life. In Rome he entered the San 

Giacomo Hospital for Incurables as both patient 

and servant, but was dismissed for 

quarrelsomeness after nine months. He served in 

the Venetian army for three years. 

Then in the winter of 1574, when he was 24, 

Camillus gambled away everything he had—

savings, weapons, literally down to his shirt. He 

accepted work at the Capuchin friary at 

Manfredonia, and was one day so moved by a 

sermon of the superior that he began a conversion 

that changed his life. He entered the Capuchin 

novitiate, but was dismissed because of the 

apparently incurable sore on his leg. After another 

stint of service at San Giacomo, he came back to 

the Capuchins, only to be dismissed again, for the 

same reason. 

Again, back at San Giacomo, his dedication was 

rewarded by his being made superintendent. 

Camillus devoted the rest of his life to the care of  

St. Camillus de Lellis, oro pro nobis! 

the sick. Along with Saint John of God he has been 

named patron of hospitals, nurses, and the sick. 

With the advice of his friend Saint Philip Neri, he 

studied for the priesthood and was ordained at the 

age of 34. Contrary to the advice of his friend, 

Camillus left San Giacomo and founded a 

congregation of his own. As superior, he devoted 

much of his own time to the care of the sick. 

Charity was his first concern, but the physical 

aspects of the hospital also received his diligent 

attention. Camillus insisted on cleanliness and the 

technical competence of those who served the sick. 

The members of his community bound themselves 

to serve prisoners and persons infected by the 

plague as well as those dying in private homes. 

Some of his men were with troops fighting in 

Hungary and Croatia in 1595, forming the first 

recorded military field ambulance. In Naples, he 

and his men went onto the galleys that had plague 

and were not allowed to land. He discovered that 

there were people being buried alive, and ordered 
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his brothers to continue the prayers for the dying 15 

minutes after apparent death. 

Camillus himself suffered the disease of his leg 

through his life. In his last illness, he left his own 

bed to see if other patients in the hospital needed 

help. 

Reflection 

Saints are created by God. Parents must indeed 

nurture the faith in their children; husbands and 

wives must cooperate to deepen their baptismal 

grace; friends must support each other. But all 

human effort is only the dispensing of divine power. 

We must all try as if everything depended on us. 

But only the power of God can fulfill the plan of 

God—to make us like himself. 

  

 
 
Food for the Poor 
Project 
 

Good week to all our 
volunteers. Yesterday the new 
schedule came out please 

mark your volunteer days in safe place. From "The 
Word Among Us," a little history about the 
organization to which we give our good works: 
Paris, in the 1830s, was rife with poverty and 
homelessness, but through works of a young man, 

Frédéric Ozanam, justice 
and kindness began to 
surge. A devout Christian 
had organized a debate 
among fellow students to 
discuss the  
 
 
 

value of the Church. But one student called out, 
"what is your Church doing for the poor? Show us 
your works and we will believe in you." With these 
words, Frédéric's heart began to crumble. Guided 
by a local nun, Sister Rosalie Rendu, superior of a 
convent of the Daughters of Charity, and Monsieur 
Emmanuel Baily, he and a few friends started 
listening to the poor in slums of Paris. They spent 
time with the people and listened to them. 
Together, Frédéric and his companions founded 
the Society of St Vincent De Paul. New chapters 
quickly opened and spread around the world. 
Frederic believed that when we sit with the poor 
and feel the same things that they feel, justice will 
surge like water within our hearts. Thank you all for 
helping this great organization that started in 1833.  
 
IMPORTANT: With extreme hot weather, if it's your 
day to volunteer and you're in a grocery store, pick 
up a case of water and take it down with your 
delivery. This is, of course, OPTIONAL. It's s less 
than five dollars. 
 
IMPORTANT: Follow the CDC guidelines: wash 
hands before and after delivery and wear a mask.  
 
IMPORTANT: Will be on Vacation July 25th until 
August 1st (will have committee person to fill in).  
  
Food for the Poor Project                                            

Chairperson and Committee,                                           

Santo Graziano, cell:  602-321-1673 

Larry Brainard                                                                        

Robert and Jackie  Franciosi                                                        

Mike and Susan Dalton  

 

  SK Santo Graziano 
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                Building the Domestic Church                                  
          strengthening our Parish. 

 

 

                    

 

                 

                      

 

 

 

 Monthly Pancake Breakfast                     

 

          Third Sunday of every 
month between September and 
May                               $5.00   
Family:  $15.00 

Join us in the Parish Hall! 

Pancakes, Scrambled Eggs, and 
Sausage! No pancake breakfasts 

during the summer. They are still 
on hold, but we hope to resume on 

September 20th 

 

20th     

                            

                                                           

Grotto on the Campus of Mt. St. John, Bergamo, 
Beavercreek, Ohio 
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Five Myths About Christopher Columbus     

1.  MYTH: Columbus was sailing to prove the world was 

round. 

FACT: Every educated person at the end of the fifteenth 

century knew the earth was a sphere, a fact known since 

antiquity. What was in dispute was the earth’s 

circumference, which Columbus underestimated by one-

fourth. 

2.  MYTH: Queen Isabella sold her crown jewels to 

finance the first journey. 

FACT: The royal treasury of Spain was depleted after 

the completion of the conquest of Granada early in 1492. 

However, Luis de Santangel, the royal treasurer, was 

able to secure funding by reaching out to the Crusading 

societies throughout the Mediterranean, as well as other 

financial backers from Spain and elsewhere. The crown 

put up very little to finance the journey. 

3.  MYTH: There was a priest on board the Santa Maria 

in 1492. 

FACT: Because of the dangers involved, there were no 

priests or friars on the first voyage, despite the deep 

piety of Columbus. Many of the paintings of the first 

landfall in the new world on San Salvador show a priest 

with Columbus—contrary to the facts. There were five 

priests on the second voyage: Benedictine Father Buil; 

the Jeronymite Father Ramon Pane; and three 

Franciscans. 

4.  MYTH: Columbus introduced slavery to the New 

World. 

FACT: Slavery was already widespread among the 

native Indians when Columbus arrived. Columbus was 

insistent on the fair treatment of the Indians, a policy 

which gained him many enemies as governor of 

Hispaniola. Bartolome de las Casas, a Spanish friar who 

worked for the protection of the Indians, is quick to 

excoriate his fellow Spaniards in their grave abuses, but 

is filled with nothing but respect and admiration for 

Columbus. The mass subjugation and importation of 

Africans to the Americas did not begin until a generation 

after Columbus’ death. 

5.  MYTH: Columbus died a pauper, in chains, in a 

Spanish prison. 

FACT: Despite the fact that the Spanish crown retracted 

some of the privileges promised to Columbus, he was 

relatively wealthy at the time of his death. Although he 

returned to Spain in chains in 1500 after his third 

voyage, the King and Queen apologized for the 

misunderstanding and had them removed. 
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On May 20, 1506, the Vigil of the Ascension, Christopher 

Columbus lay on his deathbed in his apartment at 

Valladolid, surrounded by his fellow Franciscans and his 

sons. As the friars chanted Compline, his last words 

echoed those of Christ on the cross: In manus tuas, 

Domine, commendo spiritum meum. (Into your hands, O 

Lord, I commend my spirit.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

On July 5, 2020, we lost                 

SK Virgil Grzywa. Virgil was 97 

years old and a 22-year member 

of our Council. Please keep Virgil 

in your prayers. He will be sorely 

missed. 
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Syrian government to 
build replica of Hagia 
Sophia 

 

. Hagia Sophia, Istanbul, Turkey.  Credit: 

K_Boonnitrod/Shutterstock 

CNA Staff, Jul 30, 2020 / 04:11 pm MT (CNA).- The 
government of Syria plans to build a replica of Hagia 
Sophia, with support from Russia, as a protest against 
Turkey’s decision to turn the famous former Byzantine 
cathedral back into a mosque. 

Bishop Nicola Baalbaki, the Greek Orthodox 
Metropolitan of Hama, has approved the construction of 
a new church built as a replica of Hagia Sophia in the 
city of Suqaylabiyah, which has a heavily Greek 
Orthodox population, according to Lebanon’s Al-Modon 
media. 

The idea for the new church originated with Nabeul Al-
Abdullah, a leader of the National Defense Forces 
militia, which supports the Syrian government. Abdullah 
has donated land on which the replica will be built, 
according to Greek City Times. He also secured 
approval for the project, as well as support from Russian 
officials, who are now helping plan the construction of 
the church. 

Russia has supported the Syrian government against 
Turkish-backed rebels in the western part of the country 
during the nation’s ongoing civil war.   Located in 
modern-day Istanbul, Hagia Sophia was built in 537 as 
the cathedral of the Ecumenical Patriarchate of 
Constantinople. After the Ottoman capture of 
Constantinople in 1453, the basilica was converted into 
a mosque. Under the Ottomans, architects added 
minarets and buttresses to preserve the building, but  

    

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                     

Mosaics showing Christian imagery were whitewashed 
and covered.      (continued on p. 9)                                                                                      

 

 

 

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/
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In 1934, under a secularist Turkish government, the 
mosque was turned into a museum. Some mosaics were 
uncovered, including depictions of Christ, the Virgin 
Mary, John the Baptist, Justinian I, and Zoe 
Porhyrogenita. It was declared a World Heritage Site 
under UNESCO, the United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization, in 1985. 

Turkish president Recep Tayyip Erdoğan signed a 

decree July 10 converting it into a mosque following a 

ruling by the Council of State, Turkey’s highest 

administrative court, earlier that day which declared 

unlawful an 80-year old government decree converting 

the building from a mosque into a museum.    

Religious leaders around the world, including Pope 

Francis, decried the move, with the pope saying it 

caused him “great sadness.”    

As a mosque, the Christian mosaics in Hagia Sophia will 

have to be covered during prayers, as well as the seraph 

figures located in the dome.     

Catholic bishops across the United States joined their 

Greek Orthodox counterparts in observing a “Day of 

Mourning” on July 24
th
.     This article appeared in 

Catholic.Vote online. 

Planned Parenthood 

Removes Racist Founder 

Margaret Sanger’s Name 

From Its Headquarters 

 NATIONAL   MICAIAH BILGER   JUL 21, 

2020   |   3:00PM    WASHINGTON, DC 

 

A New York branch of the Planned Parenthood abortion 
chain publicly distanced itself from its founder, Margaret 
Sanger, on Tuesday amid accusations of “systemic 
racism” within the organization. 

Sanger, who founded Planned Parenthood in New York 

in 1916, was a well-known eugenicist who believed 

certain groups of human beings were “weeds,” “reckless 

and “morons” who should not have children. 

According to the New York Times, Planned Parenthood 

of Greater New York plans to rename its Manhattan 

abortion facility, which has long bore Sanger’s name. It 

also asked city leaders to remove her name from a 

street sign nearby. 

The abortion group’s leaders pointed to Sanger’s 

eugenics beliefs “rooted in racism, ableism and 

classism” as the reason for the change. 

“The removal of Margaret Sanger’s name from our 

building is both a necessary and overdue step to reckon 

with our legacy and acknowledge Planned Parenthood’s 

contributions to historical reproductive harm within 

communities of color,” said Karen Seltzer, who chairs 

the board of the New York affiliate. 

However, it appears to be nothing more than a publicity 

stunt by the New York branch after hundreds of its 

employees accused it of “systemic racism,” “abusive 

behavior and financial malfeasance.” 

“Planned Parenthood can rename a building, but it can’t 

whitewash its eugenics roots,” U.S. Sen. Ben Sasse of 

Nebraska responded. “Planned Parenthood can try to 

forget its founder’s racist screeds, but it cannot escape 

the undeniable fact that it makes hundreds of millions of 

dollars each year by telling an ugly lie that certain lives 

are disposable and then disposing of them. Big abortion 

has always been, and will always be, in the business of 

violence and dehumanization.” 

Since abortion became legal nation-wide in 1973, an 

estimated 20 million unborn black babies have been 

aborted in America, many of them at Planned 

Parenthood. And in New York City, where Sanger 

started the abortion chain, city health data indicates 

that more African American babies are aborted in the 

city than are born each year. 

Today, Planned Parenthood continues to fight against 

legislation that protects unborn babies from 

discrimination based on their sex, race or a disability. 

https://www.lifenews.com/category/national/
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/21/nyregion/planned-parenthood-margaret-sanger-eugenics.html?referringSource=articleShare
https://www.lifenews.com/2020/06/18/planned-parenthood-staff-say-ceo-engaged-in-systemic-racism-discriminated-against-black-employees/
https://www.lifenews.com/2020/06/18/planned-parenthood-staff-say-ceo-engaged-in-systemic-racism-discriminated-against-black-employees/
https://www.lifenews.com/2020/06/18/planned-parenthood-staff-say-ceo-engaged-in-systemic-racism-discriminated-against-black-employees/
https://www.lifenews.com/2018/07/12/more-black-babies-in-new-york-city-are-killed-in-abortions-than-born-alive/
https://www.lifenews.com/2018/07/12/more-black-babies-in-new-york-city-are-killed-in-abortions-than-born-alive/
https://www.lifenews.com/2018/07/12/more-black-babies-in-new-york-city-are-killed-in-abortions-than-born-alive/
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Susan B. Anthony List President Marjorie Dannenfelser 

urged Planned Parenthood to not only disavow its 

founder but also its current racist and eugenics 

practices. 

“The next step for Planned Parenthood is recognizing 

that Margaret Sanger’s racist legacy continues today, as 

abortion continues to disproportionately impact minority 

communities, especially the black community,” 

Dannenfelser said.  

She also urged House Speaker Nancy Pelosi and former 

First Lady Hillary Clinton to disavow and return their 

Planned Parenthood Margaret Sanger awards 

immediately.  

The national Planned Parenthood said it agreed with the 

affiliate’s decision to remove Sanger’s name, but it did 

not mention if it will rename its award or anything else 

bearing her name. 

One expert told the New York Times that Sanger’s views 

have been “misinterpreted,” and she was following the 

popular beliefs of the day. But Sanger was not just a 

follower. She helped to lead the eugenics movement, 

frequently promoting discrimination through her writing 

and speaking, including in a speech to the KKK in 1926. 

In her book Pivot of Civilization, Sanger described 

certain groups of human beings as “human weeds,” 

“reckless breeders” and “spawning … human beings 

who never should have been born.” 

She also wrote about getting rid of people with diseases 

and disabilities through sterilization and segregation, 

describing these “morons” as “a dead weight of human 

waste.” And in a 1939 letter to a friend, she wrote, “We 

do not want word to go out that we want to exterminate 

the Negro population.” 

 

Even the national Planned Parenthood has quietly 

condemned some of Sanger’s statements. 

According to the newspaper: 

The national organization said in [a 2016] fact sheet that 

it disagreed with Ms. Sanger’s decision to speak to 

members of the Ku Klux Klan in 1926 as she tried to 

spread her message about birth control. 

It also condemned her support for policies to sterilize 

people who had disabilities that could not be treated; for 

banning immigrants with disabilities; and for “placing so-

called illiterates, paupers, unemployables, criminals, 

prostitutes, and dope fiends on farms and in open 

spaces as long as necessary for the strengthening and 

development of moral conduct.” 

For years, pro-life leaders have been urging the 

Smithsonian to remove a statue of Sanger from a place 

of honor in the National Portrait Gallery. 

Sanger’s discriminatory, anti-life views led to the killing 

of more than 62 million unborn babies in abortions in 

America. Today, Planned Parenthood leaders have no 

hesitation to say publicly that “EVERY reason to have an 

abortion is a valid reason,” including for sex-selection, 

race and disabilities like Down syndrome. 

Planned Parenthood is a billion-dollar abortion chain that 

kills more unborn babies in abortions than any other 

group in the U.S. Last year, it reported more 

than 345,000 abortions, a record number, while 

providing fewer actual health care services and seeing 

fewer patients. 

 

 

 

https://www.lifenews.com/2015/01/22/reflections-on-roe-vs-wade-remembering-when-margaret-sanger-spoke-to-the-kkk/
https://www.lifenews.com/2015/02/23/7-shocking-quotes-from-planned-parenthood-founder-margaret-sanger/
https://www.lifenews.com/2015/08/27/black-pastors-demand-smithsonian-remove-statue-of-planned-parenthood-founder-margaret-sanger/
https://www.lifenews.com/2015/08/27/black-pastors-demand-smithsonian-remove-statue-of-planned-parenthood-founder-margaret-sanger/
https://www.lifenews.com/2015/08/27/black-pastors-demand-smithsonian-remove-statue-of-planned-parenthood-founder-margaret-sanger/
https://www.lifenews.com/2020/06/23/mississippi-house-passes-bill-banning-abortions-on-babies-with-down-syndrome/
https://www.lifenews.com/2020/06/23/mississippi-house-passes-bill-banning-abortions-on-babies-with-down-syndrome/
https://www.lifenews.com/2020/01/06/planned-parenthood-annual-report-shows-it-killed-345672-babies-in-abortions-more-than-ever-before/
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August 2020 
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5 
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Meeting 7:00 
PM                        
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12 
Council Meeting 
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13 
Assumption of 

the Blessed 
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Hungary 
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16 17 

 

18 
 

19 

 

20 
The Queen-ship 
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The Passion of 
St. John the 

Baptist 

September 2019  
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2 
Officers’ 

Meeting 7:00 
PM 

3 4 
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7 

Labor Day 

8 

Nativity of the 
Blessed Virgin 

Mary 

9 
Council Meeting 

7:00 PM 
Patriot Day 

10 
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The Most 
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Day 
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of the Holy 
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St. Jerome 
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      Officers Installation for 2020-2021                           

  Fraternal Year TBA     

  Annual Ice Cream Social TBA     

      (stay tuned…)                                                                                   

                                                        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                 

 

Join us every Friday 

at 6:30 PM for the 

Healing Rosary.  

Organized by SK 

Michael Smalley, you 

may join us through 

Zoom. We are hoping 

to return soon to the 

church for this 

ministry that is 

available to the 

entire Parish. It is 

truly a blessing for 

all: Parishioners and 

Knights. 

 

 

Join us every Friday 

at 6:30 PM for the 

Healing Rosary.  

Organized by SK 

Michael Smalley, you 

may join us through 

Zoom. We are hoping 

to return soon to the 

church for this 

ministry that is 

available to the entire 

Parish. It is truly a 

blessing for all: 

Parishioners and 

Knights. 

 Winter in Croatia 
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 Good of the Order Prayer List July 2020                                                                 
Brothers, please join us as we pray for the following Knights and their families. 

 Brian Abernathy     Tim Olinski 

 Theodore Billings     Rosie Pate    

 Ed Carl      Betsy Perrone  
Carrie Cefalu     Loretta Rizzo        

 SK Vincenzo Cefalu    Barbara Rooker   

 William Davis                       Andrea Romero  

 Barbara Day      Tommy Schenker   

 Hubert Eikel     Dan Schoenfeld                                             
Ric Fichera      Shari L. Sharon   

 SK Virgil Grzywa              Jack Smalley     

 Rachel Harford         SK Christopher Smith 

 Roger Holt                    Don Tellis 

 Stephen Kennedy                 SK William Torresala                             
Dan King             Joe Wood   

 Connie Lindemann                            Susan Wood 

 Trevor Mahan 

 Pepper Markovich                                                                                           
John Merrill                   All of our Clergy:     Fr. Kline, Fr. Paul, Deacon Al and Deacon Frank.  

 Kaye and Richard Minchey                 Everyone who has been affected by the coronavirus 

  SK Al and Johnna Minitti                   and that God will save us all from this modern day Plague. 

 For the Pope, every Priest and Deacon and all the clergy. 

 For the safety and good health of all our military, police, and fire fighters. 

 For the good health of all Knights and their families and our own Knights who continue to find the strength to keep 
coming out to do God’s will. 

 

Officers, Directors, and Program Chairmen—2020-2021 

Officers:                     Committee Chairmen: 

Grand Knight        SK  Martin Perez       602-418-6511                              1
st

 Degree Team   SK Dan Conway           480-686-9256                                     

Chaplain                Fr. Don Kline               480-905-0221                              Blood Drive           Dennis Logue               602-595-1460                            

D. Grand Knight     Dennis Logue            602-595-1460                              Oktoberfest          SK  Jerry Wood             602-568-2779                        

Chancellor             SK Chris Smith             602-595-1460                             Social Committee (Volunteer needed)                                

Financial Sec.       SK Michael Smalley     602-799-2256                             Italian Dinner       SK William Torresala    404-668-9399                                              

Treasurer              SK Richard Welp          602-826-1241                             Food for the Poor   SK Santo Granziano     602-321-1673                                                                                                                               

Recorder               SK Frank Scarpone      480-540-8460                             Tootsie Roll Drive SK Vince Cefalu             602-350-9106                                                                                                         

Advocate               SK Michael Dill             760-213-3737                            Rosary Sunday      Chair needed                                               

Warden                 SK Vince Cefalu            602-350-9106                             Free Throw Contest   Dennis Logue          602-595-1460                                                                                                            

Outside Guard      Justin Navarre              248-806-0769                            Le Chevalier Graphic Design    SK Don Tellis                                                                                                    

Inside Guard        Ignacio Heredia             623-628-6392                             Fr. Pete Memorial Golf Tournament    SK Lou DeLuco,          

3yr Trustee           SK William Torresala    404-668-9399                                                                                                 SK Richard Welp                                                                                         

2yr Trustee           SK Gene Arvizu             480-776-4794                         Director of Communications:   Trevor Mahan                  

1yr Trustee           SK Jerry Wood               602-568-2779                         Webmaster:                     SK Edward Dunai 

                                               Editor:                        SK Jerry Wood 
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Solemnity of the 
Assumption of Mary                    

The Story of the 
Solemnity of the 
Assumption of 
Mary 
On November 1, 1950, 
Pope Pius XII defined the 
Assumption of Mary to be a 
dogma of faith: “We 
pronounce, declare and 
define it to be a divinely 
revealed dogma that the 
immaculate Mother of God, 
the ever Virgin Mary, 
having completed the 
course of her earthly life, 
was assumed body and soul 
to heavenly glory.” The 
pope proclaimed this 
dogma only after a broad 
consultation of bishops, 
theologians and laity. There 
were few dissenting voices. 
What the pope solemnly 
declared was already a 
common belief in the 
Catholic Church.  

We find homilies on the 
Assumption going back to 
the sixth century. In 
following centuries, the 
Eastern Churches held 
steadily to the doctrine, but 

some authors in the West 
were hesitant. However by 
the 13th century there was 
universal agreement. The feast was celebrated under various 
names–Commemoration, Dormition, Passing, Assumption–
from at least the fifth or sixth century. Today it is celebrated 
as a solemnity. 

Scripture does not give an account of Mary’s Assumption into 
heaven. Nevertheless, Revelation 12 speaks of a woman who 
is caught up in the battle between good and evil. Many see 
this woman as God’s people. Since Mary best embodies the 
people of both Old and New Testaments, her Assumption can 
be seen as an exemplification of the woman’s victory.  

Furthermore, in 1 Corinthians 15:20, Paul speaks of Christ’s 
resurrection as the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep. 

Since Mary is closely associated with all the mysteries of 
Jesus’ life, it is not surprising that the Holy Spirit has led the 
Church to believe in Mary’s share in his glorification. So close 
was she to Jesus on earth, she must be with him body and 
soul in heaven. 
 
 
Reflection 
In the light of the Assumption of Mary, it is easy to pray her 
Magnificat (Luke 1:46–55) with new meaning. In her glory she 
proclaims the greatness of the Lord and finds joy in God her 
savior. God has done marvels to her and she leads others to 
recognize God’s holiness. She is the lowly handmaid who 
deeply reverenced her God and has been raised to the 
heights. From her position of strength she will help the lowly 
and the poor find justice on earth, and she will challenge the 
rich and powerful to distrust wealth and power as a source of 
happiness
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